
Bright new name, bright new ute
The East Taranaki Environment Collective team have just received this special delivery – a brand-new Mazda BT-50 
ute, thanks to a sponsorship partnership with Mazda New Zealand’s charitable trust the Mazda Foundation.
The vehicle’s delivery was the perfect way to mark the Inglewood-headquartered organisation’s name change from 
Experience Pūrangi to East Taranaki Environment Collective.

Page 2 | Full details

Department of Conservation recently completed pest control 
operations in the Pouiatoa Conservation Area, which lies 
within East Taranaki Environment Collective’s conservation 
estate.
Since then, checks by East Taranaki Environment Collective 
staff have confirmed that rat populations are currently very 
low – less than 1 percent of tracking tunnel cards detected 
a rat. However the same can’t be said of possums, because 
staff found that 44 percent of chew cards had possum sign on 
them.    
In an effort to keep the rat populations down and to reduce 
possum numbers, the ETEC will now carry out a ground toxin 
operation. More than 300 bait stations have been set up, and 
there will be two pre-feeds of bait to attract the possums to 
these stations.  
After that, the bait will be replaced with the toxin, which will 
be a newly developed anticoagulant product called Double 
Tap. This will happen from about November 20. The product 
will be placed only in the bait stations so non-target species 
won’t be affected, and all toxin will be removed following the 
operation.
However, ETEC warns that the public should consider the 
toxin to be present in the Pouiatoa for two months following 
the operation – from November 20 until the end of March. 
So please be aware of the following:
Pigs: In previous operations carried out in other locations, 
there have been residues of the toxins found in pigs’ livers 
and muscle because pigs have scavenged carcasses or eaten  

baits directly. Due to these risks, do not shoot and eat any 
wild pigs from the Pouiatoa while there is the risk of the toxin 
in the area. 
Dogs: This toxin is poisonous to dogs, who can ingest it by 
either eating baits directly or scavenging possum and rat 
carcasses. If you think a dog has been poisoned, then call a 
vet immediately. Symptoms of this poisoning include nausea, 
vomiting, depression, lethargy, frequent urination, and 
drinking excessive amounts of water.
While there is toxin in the Pouioata, ETEC strongly 
recommends:
• Children should be watched at all times.
• Dogs should not be allowed to roam.
• Don’t touch any baits, bait stations, or dead animals you 

come across.
• Don’t remove any of the warning signs (the team will 

remove these when the area is toxin free).
• Don’t shoot and eat pigs during this time.
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53 Rata St, PO Box 126, Inglewood 4347
P: 06 756 8925 | E: info@etec.org.nz
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Toxin operation will hit possums, rats

All hands on deck for Operation Nest Egg
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www.etec.org.nz

Heard of Operation Nest Egg? It’s a conservation process 
in which kiwi eggs are removed from the wild, hatched in 
captivity, and the chicks then raised until they are big enough 
to fend for themselves, and returned to the wild.

Recently the East Taranaki Environment Collective became 
involved with Operation Nest Egg when it worked with the 
Kiwis for Kiwi organisation and local Ngati Maru iwi to lift eggs 
from six male kiwi that had been caught earlier this year and 
had transmitters attached.

The kiwis had been caught in one of Ngati Maru’s blocks 
at Matau. The transmitters allowed the birds to be closely 
monitored every month to establish whether they were 
incubating eggs.

When it was calculated that the eggs had been incubated for 
around 60 days, they were removed from their burrows and 
taken to the Crombie Lockwood Kiwi Burrow at Wairakei, 
where they were artificially incubated.

The chicks will now be reared to 1kg body weight, and will 

then be released 
into Sanctuary 
Mountain 
Maungatautari in 
Waikato to increase 
the genetic 
diversity of this kiwi 
population.

The plan is that 
once the kiwi 
population 
within the fenced 
sanctuary grows, some of the adults will be translocated back 
to Taranaki into pest free areas to help boost wild population 
numbers.

East Taranaki Environment Collective is excited to be able to 
be a part of this project. It is another outstanding example 
of the collaboration now taking place in our region in the 
interests of boosting and protecting kiwi populations.

Tracking tunnel for monitoring rat abundance

Checking up on the ONE kiwi



Now is the perfect time for a name change

Many of you will have noticed something different about the photograph of our lovely new Mazda 
BT-50 ute that features on the previous page – its paintwork displays our new name.
After several years of marketing ourselves as Experience Pūrangi, we have now renamed ourselves 
the East Taranaki Environment Collective.
There are two major reasons behind this change.
First, it’s because our operational area is expanding to the extent it doesn’t just surround the Pūrangi 
area anymore, but now extends as far south as Te Wera – and that’s a large area of hill country that 
runs all the way from east of Waitara to east of Stratford.
And second, to do justice to this expansion we are collaborating and co-operating with a growing 
number of organisations and individuals that are all dedicated to protecting and enhancing Taranaki’s 
ecosystem and biodiversity.
In other words, we’re progressing away from being an ‘experience’, and more towards being part of a 
‘collective’.
A few weeks ago all our staff and trustees locked ourselves away at an off-site venue and spent the day reviewing our organisation’s 
progress so far, and developing a strategy for the future. I found it an enriching experience. Everyone was proud of what has been 
accomplished thus far, motivated by what can be achieved in the future.
With that as background, we all decided it was the perfect time to change our name – from Experience Pūrangi, to East Taranaki 
Environment Collective.
It’s now November, which means Christmas is getting nearer! With that in mind, on behalf of ETEC I’d like to wish all volunteers, 
supporters and funders a relaxing and healthy festive season.

Te Whakakotahi is an expansion project now being undertaken 
by the East Taranaki Environment Collective, which is seeing 
5775ha of land added to the conservation estate currently 
under predator control.
This expansion project, which extends west and south towards 
Te Wera, is being assisted via Jobs for Nature funding through 
the national kiwi charity Kiwis for Kiwi. It’s an important 
development, because it is giving ETEC the opportunity to 
closely collaborate with other conservation groups and iwi 
communities in Taranaki – all for the good of the region’s 
native fauna and flora.
One of the first things needed to be done was to survey the 
expansion area to find out how many kiwi are already present. 
So, in conjunction with the  Taranaki Kiwi Trust, between May 
and August acoustic recorders were positioned at 50 different 
sites.
The result was great news. Kiwi were recorded at 31 of 
the 50 sites, with the highest call rates in the Junction Rd/
Mangapaoapa corner, a native bush block near Te Wera, 
and within a forestry block owned by Parininihi ki Waitotara 
Incorporation (PKW).
“This is an incredible result for a baseline survey,” says ETEC 
Conservation Manager Kat Strang. “It reinforces what we’ve 
been hearing from landowners in Matau, that they are hearing 
more and more kiwi over time.”
ETEC staff and volunteers are now busy preparing for a 

trapping programme that will protect the resident kiwi 
population. Close to 300 of the DOC250 box traps are being 
assembled by volunteers, and 200 of them will be positioned 
in the first part of the expansion area during November and 
December.
A special thanks to PKW, PF Olsen and the multiple private 
landowners who allowed access to their land for this baseline 
study. Your co-operation and enthusiasm is very much 
appreciated.

East Taranaki Environment Collective’s workload will now 
be a lot easier – and a lot more visible – thanks to a new 
sponsorship partnership with Mazda New Zealand.

The ETEC has been supplied with a 4WD Mazda BT-50 GSX 
double-cab ute by the company’s charitable trust the Mazda 
Foundation.

The brightly sign-written vehicle has just been delivered to 
ETEC’s headquarters in Inglewood, to the delight of staff and 
volunteers who up until now have been using a leased second-
hand 2WD single-cab ute to access the remote hill country, 
frequently on unsealed roads.

ETEC general manager Rebecca Somerfield says the new 
vehicle will be boon for her organisation’s operations, 
particularly as regards the safety of staff.

“Our partnership with Mazda is fantastic news, and we are 
very grateful to the Mazda Foundation for supporting us in this 
way,” she says.

“At present our pest control operations cover more than 
13,000 hectares of land, and we have recently received the 
necessary funding to increase this by another 5000 hectares. 
As a result our staff numbers are growing, and our new Mazda 
BT-50 ute will prove invaluable in safely ferrying people and 
equipment through this remote territory.” 

Mazda New Zealand managing director David Hodge says the 
conservation work being undertaken by ETEC is impressive, 

and the 
Mazda 
Foundation is 
delighted to 
support the 
organisation in 
this way.

“The 
Collective’s 
pest operations, 
through their 
trap network 
and goat control, 
are succeeding 
in providing a 
place for kiwi, 
kōkako, New 
Zealand long-
tailed bat and other native species to thrive,” he says.

“The ETEC’s vision is to provide a place for the community 
and visitors to connect to New Zealand’s natural, cultural 
and historic heritage, by providing a place of protection and 
community connection. We at Mazda New Zealand are fully 
supportive of that.”

ETEC’s new ute, thanks to Mazda New Zealand

From the General Manager Great news from kiwi call survey

Survey proves our 
kōkako are breeding

ETEC’S NEW UTE

East Taranaki Environment Collective 
general manager Rebecca Somerfield

Ian Rattray building a trap

There’s good news from the latest kōkako 
survey in the East Taranaki Environment 
Collective’s conservation estate.
The North Island kōkako had been absent from 
the Taranaki bush for at least two decades due 
to predation of eggs and chicks. Two years ago 
the ETEC began a campaign to re-introduce 
the species, releasing a small number of birds 
that had been hatched on Little Barrier Island.
Recently ETEC staff spent seven days 
conducting kōkako surveys along 50km of 
tracks and ridgelines, and within 1600ha of 
the Pouiatoa Conservation Area.
They identified 13 kōkako and heard at least 
another three birds. Among the identified 
birds there were at least five pairs, and at least 
five of the birds were unbanded.
This is great news, because it means the pairs 
are breeding and the chicks are surviving.

Bob & Karen and their Pūrangi walks
Good news for lovers of the great outdoors – two popular forest walks in 
remote Pūrangi are now open again for the summer.
There have been administrative changes for the 2021/22 season, 
however. Whereas bookings and inquiries were formerly through East 
Taranaki Environment Collective’s headquarters in Inglewood, they 
can now be made through the owners of the land, Bob and Karen 
Schumacher.
Many will know Bob and Karen. They were the founders of Experience 
Pūrangi, which is now the ETEC. Now they have formed a new 
organisation called Pūrangi Walks Taranaki, which administers and 
maintains the Otunahe Scenic Reserve Walk and Hidden Valley Walk on 
their property at Pūrangi.
Bookings for these walks can be made through Bob and Karen on 
06 756 8064. The charge for these walks is $10 a head. All money is used 
for maintenance of the walks and for pest control on their property.

Management and staff of the 
Environment Collective wish to pay 
tribute to dear friend and volunteer 
Ian Rattray, who passed away 
unexpectedly in August.
Ian was a regular at our Inglewood 
HQ, beavering away at trap 
maintenance in the workshop.  We 
sorely miss our chats and his stories, 
and of course the knowledge and 
expertise he offered.

Vale:

Allan and Alan building traps

Early morning kokako surveying in the Pouiatoa
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